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SUBJECT:OCTOBER ITU REGIONAL CONFERENCE: BERLIN ASPECTS. 

REF: (A) BONN 12879; (B) BONN 13079 NOTAL 

1 . IN RESPONSE REQUEST PARA 5 REFTEL (B ) DEPARTMENT 
HAS FOLLOWING COMMENTS HOW SECOND SESSION LF/MF 
CONFERENCE WILL PROBABLY PROCEED. 
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2. BASED ON THE RESULTS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF 

LF/MF CONFERENCE, VOTING IS LIKELY TO DEAL WITH IMPORTANT 
TECHNICAL ISSUES AND NOT REPEAT NOT WITH MATTERS 
CONCERNING INDIVIDUAL FREQUENCIES. AT FIRST SESSION 
THE MAIN VOTE TOOK PLACE OVER CHANNEL SPACING, WHETHER 
IT SHOULD BE 8, 9 OR 10 KHZ. THE CONFERENCE VOTED 
FOR 9 KHZ SEPARATION. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT MATTERS 
SUCH AS CHANNEL SEPARATION, MINIMUM SIGNAL FOR DEFINING 
SATISFACTORY RECEPTION, OR OTHER PRIMARY TECHNICAL 
PARAMETERS WHERE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 
MIGHT ARISE COULD BE PUT TO A VOTE. 

3. THE FIRST SESSION GAVE THE ITU INTERNATIONAL 
FREQUENCY REGISTRATION BOARD (TFRB ) RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR DRAWING UP A FREQUENCY REQUIREMENT LIST FOR ALL 

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES. LIST IS BASED ON FREQUENCY 
REQUIREMENTS SUBMITTED BY ALL COUNTRIES, AND THE TECHNI- 
CAL STANDARDS DECIDED UPON AT THE FIRST SESSION. 

BOARD'S DRAFT WAS COMPLETED DURING EARLY JULY AND CON- 
TAINS CHANNEL-BY-CHANNEL ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS. 
EVERY CHANNEL IN THE LIST HAS CASES OF INTERFERNCE: 
BETWEEN AT LEAST TWO AND AS MANY AS A HALF DOZEN OR 
MORE COUNTRIES. BECAUSE THEY AFFECT A SMALL NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES ON EACH CHANNEL, INTERFERENCE 
CASES WILL, IN ALL PROBABILITY, BE HANDLED BY 
DISCUSSION, NEGOTIATION, ARGUING OR HORSE-TRADING 
BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED WITH THAT CHANNEL. 
NATURE OF THESE ASSIGNMENTS IS SUCH THAT THERE SEEMS 
TO BE NO LIKELY PEG UPON WHICH A VOTE COULD BE TAKEN 
AT CONFERENCE. 

4. ONE CAN NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT CONFERENCE 
MAY DECIDE TO VOTE UPON CERTAIN POLITICAL ISSUES. FOR 
EXAMPLE, INCLUSION IN ISRAELI REQUIREMENTS FOR 
FREQUENCIES LOCATED IN SINAI, JORDAN'S REQUIREMENT FOR 
A FREQUENCY IN JERUSALEM AND THE SUBJECT OF BERLIN 
REPRESENTATION AMONGST OTHERS. THERE WAS NO 

VOTE ON POLITICAL ISSUES AT FIRST SESSION. EASTERN 
BLOC QUESTIONING OF SECURITY AND STATUS AT FIRST SESSION 
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(SEE PARA 3 REFTEL (A)) WAS BY CIRCULATION OF 
DOCUMENT WHICH WAS NOTED BY CONFERENCE. OBVIOUSLY 
THERE IS NO ASSURANCE THAT SUBJECT WILL BE SO EASILY 
HANDLED THIS OCTOBER. 

5. LF/MF CONFERENCE, AS IS CASE WITH OTHER RADIO 
CONFERENCES IN THE PAST, IS CONVENED UNDER ARTICLE 7 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION CONVENTION OF 
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THE ITU. THE FINAL ACTS OF THIS CONFERENCE WILL 
BIND THOSE ADMINISTRATIONS THAT SIGN THESE FINAL ACTS. 

CONSIDERING HIGH LEVEL OF INTERFERENCE ON EACH CHANNEL IN 
IFRB DRAFT FREQUENCY REQUIREMENT LIST AND DIFFICULT 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN ATTEMPTING TO ALLEVIATE 
INTERFERENCE, IT IS LIKELY THAT MANY COUNTRIES WILL 
SIGN FINAL ACTS WITH RESERVATIONS OR NOT SIGN THEM AT ALL. 

6. FOR GENEVA: REFTELS BEING REPEATED FOR POST'S 
INFORMATION. MISSION INVITED OFFER ADDITIONAL COMMENT 
TO EMBASSY BONN ON HOW SECOND SESSION MAY DEVELOP. SISCO 
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